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This presentation makes use of data from the world’s largest publicly released international study 
on what people think about nuclear energy

31
countries

>60% of world population

>1,000
respondents 
per country

95% confidence of a margin of 
error of 3 percentage points

5
clean energies 
questioned for benchmarking

>30
questions and 
segmentations

on energy, environmental,
beliefs, and demographics
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Greater support for nuclear among the youth could benefit the industry’s 
social license, government policy stability, and workforce

Policy StabilitySocial License Improved Workforce

Increasing nuclear support among the 

youth should boost their interest in 

working in the industry.

As the older workforce ages out a new, 

younger workforce will be needed. More 

youth in nuclear helps grow the workforce, 

attract top talent, and diversify skillsets in 

the industry.

Reducing demographic variance in nuclear 

support minimizes the risk of government 

policy changes driven by anti-nuclear 

minority interests.

Improving policy stability matters to the 

nuclear industry which depends on long-

term investments.

Increasing public support for nuclear 

reduces the risk of backlash.

Gaining a social license allows the nuclear 

industry, governments, and investors to 

expand nuclear’s use more effectively.

More interest in working in nuclearLower volatility in supportGreater overall support

Introduction: Importance of youth support
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In many countries, strong support for nuclear energy among under 30-year-
olds significantly outweighs strong opposition

Q8. From what you know about [nuclear energy], to what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose using [it] to generate electricity in your country? Select one response. Strongly oppose, Tend to oppose, Neither support nor oppose, Tend to support, Strongly support, Don’t know
Q16. How old are you? Move the slider until it shows your age in the box on the left: 18-100, Don't know

Share of the public that opposes, or supports nuclear energy’s use in their country, among under 30-year-olds - %
Opinion:  Tend to oppose,  Strongly oppose,  Strongly support,  Tend to support

Net support

Over 3x more 
strong support 

than strong 
opposition
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1%

3%

5%

6%

7%

13%

16%

20%

25%

37%

Rural

60+

High

Very concerned

Right

Have children

No

Sub-urban

Other

Yes

30-59

Mid

Fairly …
Men

Center

No children

Yes

Urban

Primary group

No

18-29

Low

Not concerned

Women

Left

(50%) 0% 50% 100%

Parenthood

Enviro. Group Membership

Area Type

Race / Ethnicity

University Degree

Age

Household Income

Climate Change Concern

Gender

Political Leaning

Age represents the world’s fifth-largest demographic divide in public support 
for nuclear energy

Notes: Analysis is performed using all 31,841 respondents and each of their country-specific weightings. No internationally representative weighting has been applied. 
Q8. From what you know about [nuclear energy], to what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose using [it] to generate electricity in your country? Select one response. Strongly oppose, Tend to oppose, Neither support nor oppose, Tend to support, Strongly support, Don’t know

Net support (support minus opposition) for nuclear’s use, by demographic subgroup, 2024 - %
● Demographic subgroup, .Range in net support.

Range in

net support

Low Net Opposition Low Net Support High Net Support
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In most countries, the under 30-year-old youth support nuclear less than 
those older than 60

Q8. From what you know about [nuclear energy], to what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose using [it] to generate electricity in your country? Select one response. Strongly oppose, Tend to oppose, Neither support nor oppose, Tend to support, Strongly support, Don’t know
Q16. How old are you? Move the slider until it shows your age in the box on the left: 18-100, Don't know

Net support (support minus opposition) for nuclear’s use, 2024 - % 
Age band: ● 18-29, ● 30-59, ● 60+ 

Range in

net support

Low Net Opposition Low Net Support High Net Support

Highest Youth Support

Lowest 
Youth 

Support

Large Age 
Gaps in 
Support

Youth 
Driving 
Support
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2%

9%

9%

5%

14%

18%

15%

42%

28%

12%

23%

0% 50% 100%

Other

Don't know

Home energy provider

Businesses

Environmental groups

Government

Friends and family

News and television programmes

Independent research

School

Social media

Across the 31 countries surveyed, social media, school, and independent 
research are the youth’s main sources of information about nuclear energy

Q8. From what you know about [nuclear energy], to what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose using [it] to generate electricity in your country? Select one response. Strongly oppose, Tend to oppose, Neither support nor oppose, Tend to support, Strongly support, Don’t know
Q16. How old are you? Move the slider until it shows your age in the box on the left: 18-100, Don't know

Net support (support minus opposition) for nuclear’s use, 2024 - % 
Age band: ● 18-29, ● 30-59, ● 60+

Average

Importance
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<20 30-34 45-49 60-64 75+

In the US, the elderly have higher support for nuclear energy however, the 
youth are less divided in their support

Q8. From what you know about [nuclear energy], to what extent, if at all, do you support or oppose using [it] to generate electricity in your country? Select one response. Strongly oppose, Tend to oppose, Neither support nor oppose, Tend to support, Strongly support, Don’t know
Q16. How old are you? Move the slider until it shows your age in the box on the left: 18-100, Don't know

Net support (support minus opposition) for nuclear’s use, 2024 - % 

Low Net 
Opposition

Low Net 
Support

High Net 
Support

<20 30-34 45-49 60-64 75+

(50%)

0%

50%

100%

<20 30-34 45-49 60-64 75+

Membership of environmental nonprofit: 
● No, ● Yes

Gender:
● Women, ● Men

Political alignment:
● Democratic, ● Republican

Young environmentalists 
are more nuclear 

supportive



Strategic Advice for the Energy Transition



Youth in 
Nuclear 
Policy 
Gayatri Karnik
Generation Atomic

NEA HLG-GB

Climate Policy Practice 



Policy is not 
one things…

Policy and Law 
Making 

Implementation 

Capacity Building  



UN Climate Frameworks

• In 2015, when the Paris agreement agreement was passed, nuclear 
was unpopular 

• But today…



Singapore

UAE

Moldova

USA

UK

Outcomes of the first Global Stocktake, 2023



UK NDC and WiN 



NEA High Level Group on 
Gender Balance 
In June 2023, OECD Ministerial Council 
Meeting adopted the  Recommendation of the 
Council on Improving the Gender Balance in the 
Nuclear Sector

Lead to the creation of the HLG-GB under NEA, 
chaired by Fiona Rayment 

4 Taskforces- Attract, Retain, Advance and Data 
Collection

Feb 2025, new appointment as the Chair of the 
taskforce 





Thank you!
Gayatri Karnik



Social Outreach for Nuclear: 
Youth Voices, Global Impact

Dinara Ermakova

We connect people to nuclear, through conversation, 
curiosity, and community.



Speak

We bring youth voices to global 

platforms like COP, IYNC, and 

community forums, making nuclear 

energy relatable through public 

speaking and direct dialogue.

Share

Through social media campaigns, 

influencer collaborations, and 

accessible content, we challenge 

misinformation and inspire 

curiosity about nuclear science.

Building Public Connection 
through Social Outreach

3

Connect

We build public trust through 

education, youth-led events, and 

partnerships with groups like 

NAYGN and Nuclear for Climate, 

bridging the gap between science 

and society.



Nuclear is Human

We focus on the social side of 

nuclear, how it affects people, 

communities, and the planet. By 

sharing real stories and addressing 

fears openly, we build emotional 

connection and trust.

Youth = Relevance

As young professionals, we make 

nuclear part of today’s 

conversations, about climate, 

equity, and innovation. Our voice 

brings new energy to a topic often 

seen as outdated or inaccessible.

Our Message

3

Outreach Drives Change

Through public speaking, online 

campaigns, and grassroots programs, we 

shape how people feel about nuclear, and 

how decision-makers talk about it. 

Outreach isn't extra, it's essential.



Expert-led Community 
Engagement

You as the Connector Point
Translate complex nuclear science 

into clear, relatable insights for 

non-experts

Serve as the bridge between 

technical specialists and everyday 

communities

Trusted Messengers
Communities listen when a real 

practitioner speaks, your credibility 

opens doors

Your workshops, panels, and Q&As 

turn complex nuclear facts into 

engaging, easy-to-understand 

conversations.

Speaking on Berkeley campus 2024 Attending COP 29 in Baku



Building & Uniting 
Nuclear Communities

Real Community Presence
Invited speaker at the Embassy of 

Kazakhstan in San Francisco, 

shared my perspective as a nuclear 

expert for global Kazakh audiences

Youth Leadership & 

Nuclear Dialogue

Represented IYNC as 

Innovation Chair, promoting 

youth involvement in 

nuclear dialogue and clean 

energy transitions

San Francisco, Embassy of Kazakhstan Net Zero Nuclear Advocates



Stacky and the Smoke Dragon

A 48-page hardcover children’s book introducing nuclear 

energy as a clean, safe, and exciting technology

Designed to spark curiosity while gently debunking common 

fears about nuclear

Beautifully illustrated and written to be both fun and 

educational

Engaging the Next Generation 
through Storytelling

3



"Stacky and the 
Smoke Dragon" tells 
the story of Stacky, a 
brave hero powered 

by clean nuclear 
energy, who saves his 
kingdom from a toxic 

dragon spreading 
smoke and pollution. 
As fossil fuels darken 
the skies, Stacky rises 

to show that safe, 
reliable energy can 

defeat even the most 
dangerous threats.



Companion Coloring Book

40-page softcover coloring edition with anti-bleed double 

pages for kid-friendly use

Reinforces nuclear concepts through play, creativity, and 

storytelling

Perfect for outreach events where families attend with young 

children

Introducing Nuclear Through Coloring 
& Imagination

3



This coloring book is a 
fun, simplified version 

of Stacky and the 
Smoke Dragon. Kids 
can color along as 

Stacky, a hero 
powered by clean 

nuclear energy, saves 
his kingdom from a 

smoky, polluting 
dragon. It’s a playful 

way to learn that 
clean energy helps 
keep our skies blue 
and our world safe.



Public Awareness 

is Growing
Social media, storytelling, 

and grassroots outreach 

have sparked interest and 

shifted perceptions, 

especially among younger 

audiences.

Impact & What’s Next

Youth at the Table
We’ve brought young nuclear 

advocates to global stages like 

COP, making nuclear part of 

climate and policy 

conversations.

Global Expansion
We aim to localize outreach 

efforts, more languages, more 

schools, more communities 

engaged worldwide.

Training the Next 

Voices
Through IYNC and partners, we’ll 

equip more youth with tools for 

public speaking, advocacy, and 

science communication.







Women in Nuclear IAEA 
        Janette Donner   



Meet the WiN IAEA Team

Executive committee – 16 staff members (3 men)

Membership -  from 5 members in 2022 to soon 700 (48 men) 

Social media visibility: increased from 0 followers in 
2022 to 10,000 soon.

Hosted 103 different events since 2022.



Supporting IAEA’s Gender Equality 
Policy and Action Plan

Gender parity at professional level at the IAEA – achieved in March 2025 

Gender mainstreaming in all IAEA programmes and activities

Supportive Environment (flexible working hours, work from home, 
                                                      parental leave, nursing center) 

Communication (trainings on respectful workplace, 
                                     prevention of harassment and discrimination)   



WiN IAEA activities & collaborations:  
❑ Events during major IAEA conferences, networking events and social events
❑ Outreach of Marie Skłodowska Curie Fellowship Programme
❑ Vienna Science and Engineering Fair
❑ Mentoring programme 
❑ Technical visits

Collaboration with:
❑  Member States & national representatives
❑ IAEA Human resources team 
❑ UN organizations and international networks in Vienna
❑ WiN global chapters 



  
 





Thank you for your attention !
WiN IAEA looks forward to working with you all !
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